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This newsletter was started before Hurricanes
Eta and Iota hit Honduras and created the devastation
you see in the photo to the right. Some of the things
that were written a few weeks ago, seem so minor and
unimportant now. So, I started over.
Twenty years ago, we came here to help after
seeing the very same kind of photo. It is still hard to look
at even though we have gotten “used to it” working here
so long. It was difficult to be comfortable in our warm,
dry house last night and all I could do was look out over
the city and cry and pray.
From these ashes, God has built a part of His
Kingdom on the mountain where we serve. In 1998, people who were under the bridges, cold and hungry and
had lost everything, started coming to seek higher
ground and help. Three hundred people found the spot
up high where our Hope Center in Mogote now stands
and they started a new life.
The “world” had come and gone by the time of
our arrival in 1999, and the people still needed so much.
Most of those three hundred people still lived in houses
made of pieces of trash…..bits and pieces of the things
destroyed by the flood waters. Very little food. No medical care. No “hope” at that point. No one knew they
were even there and the government still, today, has no
programs to help in situations like this. We found them
because someone asked us to build a house there.
As you look at the picture of those souls under
the bridge today, it gives you context for where God has
taken those refuges from Hurricane Mitch and H4H today. The Hope Center in Mogote is surrounded by prospering neighborhoods, paved roads, nice soccer fields,
schools and…. no flooding.
Today, those 300 people have grown to 100,000
on the mountain with more coming as I write this today.
God prepared us a few weeks ago with a prompting to
expand our humanitarian efforts up the mountain to our
Cabañas campus. We already saw them
coming, but had no idea that two huge
hurricanes were coming, too.

Now we are ready for them to come again. The
“world” will do what they can and depart. Our desire is
that this group of people does not have to wait as long
for help as they did the last time. We are ready today
with food and medical care, just like in the first days in
Mogote. A lot of them will probably be family members
of the people who came to Mogote after Hurricane
Mitch. Some decided to escape and the rest decided to
stay thinking such catastrophe could never strike again.
Two hurricanes hitting the same place eight days
apart must have some spiritual meaning we don’t want
to miss. If God repeats Himself in the Bible, we are
taught to pay attention. We don’t want to be ignorant to
what He is telling us, so I investigated.
Hurricanes force us to bring back basics to life.
They bring huge change and even devastation. But,
hopefully, new and eternal grows out of change and devastation. We believe God is trying to get the world’s
attention in 2020 even on the mountain where we serve.
As we approach the coming days and see what
unfolds, we ask for your prayers. We believe they really
work and that is how you can help us the most. Of
course, we need money to pay for the food and medicine
and the workers to continue, but the power behind what
you pray is what we desire.
You can send us your written prayers at:
contactus@hope4honduras.org

You can send financial help by going to:
hope4honduras.org/giving
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END OF YEAR GIVING

Wealth Planning Alert
Charitable Giving Under the CARES Act
By Christine Kolm, Senior Wealth Strategist
The Coronavirus Aid, Relief and Economic Security Act (the
CARES Act) was signed into law on March 27, 2020.
The CARES Act includes new and expanded tax benefits in
order to encourage taxpayers to make charitable gifts in
2020. The tax benefit applies to charitable gifts to all types
of charities, not just gifts to those charities related to the
COVID-19 crisis. The tax benefit is also not limited to those
taxpayers that have itemized deductions.
Above the line deduction
The CARES Act allows a charitable deduction for those individuals who do not itemize deductions – the vast majority
of taxpayers. These taxpayers can deduct up to $300 ($600
for married taxpayers) of their charitable gifts this year and
future years. This deduction is in addition to and does not
take away from the standard deduction. In 2020, the standard deduction for a single taxpayer is $12,400 and taxpayers filing as married filing jointly is $24,800. This tax benefit
is an “above the line” adjustment to income, which will
reduce a donor’s adjusted gross income (AGI), and thereby
reduce taxable income. The gift must be a cash gift; a gift of
appreciated property will not qualify for the deduction. In
addition the gift must be made to a charitable organization
– gifts to giving vehicles, such as nonoperating private foundations, supporting organizations or donor advised funds
(DAFs), will not qualify for the deduction.

2020 increase to 100% of AGI deduction
In general, individual cash contributions to public charities (such
as churches, educational organizations, hospitals, and medical
research organizations) are limited to 60% of the individual’s
annual adjusted gross income (AGI). Gifts of appreciated property are limited to 30% of AGI. Any excess amount is carried forward and can be deducted from AGI over the next five years. For
tax year 2020, the CARES Act raises the limitation, allowing qualified cash contributions made by individuals to be deductible up
to 100% their AGI. Excess contributions can be carried forward
for up to five years. The taxpayer must make an election to apply this provision to their cash contributions. In order to receive
the full deduction, the gifts do not need to be all in cash, nor all
to a charitable organization. The CARES Act does not affect the
current law with respect to AGI deduction limitations. A taxpayer may still give gifts of cash or appreciated property to public
charities, DAFs, private foundations, and supporting organizations. For example, gifts to public charities and DAFs can still be
deducted – up to 30% of AGI for appreciated property and up to
60% of AGI for gifts of cash.

But in order to take advantage of the full 100% AGI deduction,
the taxpayer can top off their charitable gifts with gifts of cash
to charitable organizations. Increase your deduction with Roth
conversions Donors can increase their AGI by converting an IRA
or other qualified retirement plan to a Roth IRA. Such a conversion will increase the income available for the 100% of AGI limitation. A Roth conversion offers the opportunity for very charitably minded donors to accomplish two goals at the same time –
get a larger charitable contribution deduction in 2020 and pay
no federal income tax on the Roth IRA conversion.
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SUMMER MISSION TEAMS

We have five teams scheduled for the 2021 summer season!
All our health and security protocols are in place for the ministry
and the mission house so your teams can join us again.
If your group or organization is ready to get back out and help us in
Honduras, please let us know and we will give you all the latest
information about us and the situation in Honduras.
contactus@hope4honduras.org

